blood-pressure. It is known that blood-pressure may fall as much as 50 mm. in about ten minutes after injection. Such a large fall is often dangerous. My feeling is that blood-pressure-readings should be taken much more frequently; they help one to select suitable cases and to form an accurate prognosis. I have been told that headache is more common in women. Is this Dr. Rood's experience, and does he think it is a nervous phenomenon ?
Dr. BLOMFIELD.
Looking back on the discussion of spinal analgesia which took place in its early days and comparing that discussion with the present, I am struck by two important features brought out by Dr. Rood which were scarcely perceptible in the earlier discussion. These are, first, the possibility of using spinal analgesia with patients in the Trendelenburg position, and secondly the advantage of combining spinal with general anesthesia. Concerning the latter I think that both Crile and Mr.
Mummery under-rate the powers 6f inhalation anesthesia to prevent shock. Surely our everyday experience shows us that shock from operative procedures is effectively prevented by proper inhalation anaesthesia and the physiologists themselves have shown how difficult it is to produce shock in an etherized animal unless the abdomen is open and viscera forcibly manipulated. Nevertheless the additional advantage of spinal analgesia is very great in selected cases and in such an instance as recently occurred, when a patient with active phthisis on one side of the chest, an artificially produced pneumothorax on the other, and a fulminating attack of appendicitis, had to undergo laparotomy. This could scarcely have been performed, and certainly not with the success that followed, except under the use of spinal analgesia reinforced with the minimum of inhalation anesthesia, in this case induced by chloroform and oxygen.
Dr. ROOD (in reply). I am very interested to hear from Dr. Shipway that the specific gravity of the saline-stovaine solution is greater than that of the glucose solution-I did not know it. The reason I used the term " heavy " is because I find the glucose solution is more easily and definitely localized by gravity than the saline. I have not noticed that headache is more common in women.
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